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Why bother with 
this?

• Makes 
gardening less 
of a chore -
more fun

• Saves water 
resources



Xeriscaping principles

• Careful planning and 
design

• Appropriate amount of 
lawn

• Good soil



Xeriscaping principles Cont.

• Efficient watering

• Effective use of mulch

• Proper maintenance

• Appropriate plants



Are you 
adapting 

an existing 
yard or 

designing 
a new 
yard?

• Easier if it’s a new yard
• Look at what exists in 

the yard – structures 
and plants

• Decide what you want 
out of your yard



What to look for in 
planning

• Are there areas with concrete? 



More Planning steps

• How close house is/will 
be to plants
• Check how much 
shade/sun each area 
gets?



What 
about 

soil?

• Soil provides nutrients and 
water 

• Good soil has good water 
retention qualities – not  so 
for sand or clay

• Soil should be tested 
(annually is best)



Soil benefits from the 
addition of organic 

matter

Don’t just amend a 
small area around the 

plant – need to consider 
that roots grow away 

from the plant



Role of lawn in xeriscaping 

• Keep lawn areas small to minimize water 

consumption

• Grasses, even those selected for the South, do not 

do well in our heat. 

• It is a high maintenance plant that needs sufficient 

water.



Grass does not need to be the focus 
of the yard!



How to choose the right plants

Try to mimic a 
plant’s native 

habitat

Find out what they 
like – sun/shade; 

wet/dry

Just because it is a 
native plant doesn’t 

mean it’s drought 
tolerant

Once you know this  
- group like plants 

together to increase 
chance of success

All plants need time 
to get established 
so give them extra 

water



What about automatic watering

Lawns need 1 – 1.5 
inches of water a week 

during the growing 
season.

Account for rainfall –
rain gauge is helpful.

Do not combine lawn 
watering with shrub 

watering – their needs 
are very different



Typical 
automatic 
system
• Make sure they are 

doing what was 
intended



When Less 

is Best

• More plants die from too much water 

than from not enough.

• Roots should be allowed to dry out 

between watering.

• Little water is needed in winter when 

plants are not growing



Benefits of mulching

Moisture retention Weed suppression

Reduces soil 
erosion potential

Organic materials 
such improve soil 

as they decompose



Keep mulch away from the base of shrubs and trees 
to reduce disease occurrence 

good bad



Maintenance 
of Landscape

• Proper planning in the 
beginning reduces 
maintenance needs 

• Reduced lawn areas require 
less water and fertilizer -
reduces mowing needs

• Healthy soil reduces need for 
frequent fertilizer use 

• Deep watering builds stronger 
roots for healthier plants

• Proper mulching conserves 
water and reduces weeds
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